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put up in these days. The chief complaint
seems to be that hoards and controls have
multiplied so greatly during the last decade.
In my opinion, some ef the existing boards
are entirely unnecessary, though some serve
a- usefol -purpose. Those that arve mere
excrescenses ¢ould well be abolished without
any great disadvantage to the community.
It has been said, and I agree, that had there
Jbecn hoards in Nogh's time the Ark would
never have been bnilt.

The subject of housing has been plastered
a good deal and will continue to be s0. The
Government is not to blame for the present
deplorable position, but it will incur blame
if steps are not taken fo remedy existing
troubles. The housing problem is approach-
ing the stage of hordering on a national
emergeney and eivil servants do not secem to
be able fo cope with the situation. A sug-
gestion has been made that a committee from
inside Parliament would do better. This
suggestion contains some merit and I think
could be implemented with resuits advant-
ageons to the many home-seekers who are
now viewing the future with a good deal of
concern.

We have had frequent pessimistic expres-
sions about the future by leading public
men. A prominent South African said that
it seemed as if people were grumbling be-
cause there was not cnough gloom to go
round. From the Prime Minister down, we
have had pessimistic nffterances whiech, I
consider, are unwarranted. Provided, as the
Leader of the Opposition stated the other
night, in a thoughtfu! speech, the will of
the people to work is not undermined, pos-
terity has nothing to fear. This is my first
speech in the House, and to say that T feel
nervous would he an understatement. West-
ern Australin is a young Staic and a plastic
State, and T urge the Government to mould
it along sound lines, Members on the Op-
position side of the House do not seem to
be n bad lot of fellows, and I believe the
future of the State will be safe in the hands
of the present Government.

T thank members for the attentive hearing
they have given me. T do not know whether
T shall speak very often, but when I do, T
hope it will be on a subjeet of which I have
some knowledge. I thank members for their
forbearanee and appreciate what they have
done for me, both inside and outside the
Chamber, sinee I heeame a member. Much
has Jbeen said about election technigue. Al

.
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I can say that this is inevitable at clection
fime. On such an oceasion, one’s tongue is
apt to outrun one’s better judgment, and
possibly things are said that are not meant.
Ay often happens, the good goes to the
bottom and the rottenness rises to the top.
In my elvetorate I endeavoured to make the
fight a clean one, ond I must acknowledze
that my opponent (lid the same thing.

On motion by My, Styonts, debate ad-

Journed,

House adjonrned at 10.0 p.m.

Tegislative Concil.

Thur-day 21st August, 1947,
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

STIRLING HIGHWAY BUS ROUTE.

As to Easing Picking-up Regulation,

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines:

Will the Government give consideration
to allowing privately owned buses, now
licensed to operate along Stirling Highway,
to pick up and set down passengers at
selected points on the irolley bus route?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes, the matter is under consideration,

ROAD BOARDS.

Ar to Proposed Roadmaking-Machinery
Pool,

Hop. H. L. ROCHE (for Hon. A. L.
Loten) {on notiee) asked ihe Minister for
Mines:

Following on the statement in thlb morn-
ing’s issue of “The West Australian™ by
the Minister for Works regarding the pro-
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posed roadmaking-machinery peol, will he
have forwarded to all road boards a copy of
such proposal?

The MINISTER replied:

At the suggestion of the Minister for
botasl Government, the Road Board Associa-
tion Conference appointed a committee to
consider the idea of plant pools for the use
by local authorities. No written proposal
was made. ‘

This ecommittee has had a preliminary dis-
cussion with the .Commissioner- of Main
Roads and it is presumed that the associa-
tion executive will keep road hoarvds fully
advised when the report of their committee
has been received.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

{In motion by Hon. F. E. Gibson (for
Hon. E, M. Heenan), leave of absence for
twelve conseeutive sittings granted to Hon,
H. Seddon (North-East) on the ground of
ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Keveath Day.

Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [4.35]: Like other members who
have preceded me, I sincerely regret tha
passing of the late Mr. Drew. 1 did not
have the pleasnre of knowing him in the
heyday of his politieal carecr, but I shall
always be grateful to him for the kindness,
consideration and advice which he extended
to me when I first eniered Parliament, I
shall alwayg appreciate his memory on that
account. 1 compliment youn, Mr. Deputy
President, on your election to your office
and T desire to repeat on the floor of the
Honse the statement T made to yon on your
election, that you can depend upon me, as
Chairman of Committees, for compleie
loyalty and eco-operation. To Mr. Parker
and Mr, Wood I offer my good wishes. To
the new members I say that I hope they
will continue to enjoy the confidence of their
electors and remain for a long time to do
credit to them in this Chamber. I hope,
too, that the President will ‘soon be restored
to zood health.

I was interested in Mr. Heenan’s concern
about the meagre reference made in the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech {o the mining in-
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dustry. Tle suggested it might indicate a
lack of interest om the part of the Govern-
ment in that .most important part of the
State's activities, I suggest to Mr. Heenan,
however, that rvather {han take that small
reference in the Speech as an indieation
of the interest which the Government is
likely to ‘take in mining, he should consider
the activity of the new Minister for Mines
and use that as his eviterion of the Govern-
ment’s interest in aoriferous and metalli-
ferous mining in this State. The present
Minister has been more frequently in Collie
and on the Eastern Goldfields and the Mur-
chison Goldfields than have many of his
predecessors in a much longer Beriod. He
has even been so far afield as Hamersley -
Range.

Hon. G. Fraser: He had to become ac-
quainted with loecal interests.

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: That is a very
good thing. Tt is all to his eredit.

Hon G. Benpelts: I hope we shall get
results from it

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: In 4% months the
present Minister has done more than some of
his predecessors did in & much longer period.
I think we shall reap substantial resulis .
from his keen interest in the industry.

Hon. (3. Fraser: His predecessors knew
all abont the industry. He had to find out
all about it.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: It is interesting
to learn that his predecessors did know all
about the industry, but [ suggesi that more
could have becn done by them for the in-
dustry. His Excelleney points out in his
Speech that the Government intends to ap-
point a standing committee to” investigate
all public works likely to cost more than
£75,000. This decision must have given a
keen sense of satisfaction to Mr. Thomson.
Year in, year out, session after session, he
has pressed for sneh a committee, I sug-
gest to the Government that it avail itsell
of his valuable services by ineluding him as
a member of the ecommittee. 1 was also
glad to note from the Speech and from sub-
sequent remarks—and even previous re-
marks—made by the Premier that the Gov-
ernment is prepared to co-operate to the
fullest extent with the Commonwealth Gov-

. ernment, but will not be dominated by it

and will resist at all times any effort on ifs
part to make inroands on the constitutiomal
rights of the State.
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From newspaper reports of reeent aetivi-
ties at Canberra, it is pleasing to note that
not only our own Premier but the Premiers
of other States, ineluding Labour Pre-
miers, have very much the same feeling
about the Commonwealth’s nibbling away
at the constitutional rights of the States,
The determined effort made by our Premier,
and other Premiers, to convert the Com-
monwealth outlook on the collection of in-
come tax is somethipg which I think will
please dvery member of this Chamber. It
will be recalled that the Commonwealth
Government was given the sole right to levy
jncome tax as an emergency measure on the
distinet anderstanding that the right would
be returned to the States when the emer-
geney ceased to exist, We saw, from the re-
port of the Premiers’ Conference yesterday,
and from what happened at previous Pre-
miers’ Conferences, the attitnde that the
Prime Minister adopted, and still maintains,
of resustlng every effort by the States to
regain that which is their undoubted right.

Every year this Government has to go,
cap in hand, to the Commonwealth Grants
Commission to seek funds. With the in-
dulgence of members, P shall examine for
a few moments the latest stafistical return
available on taxation, being the 26th report
of the Commissioner of Taxation. It is
dated the 1st May, 1946, althongh this copy
did not reach Western Australia until the
21st Mareh of this year. The report covers
the assessment year 1943-14, and, so far
as I can ascertain, contains the latest in-
formation available on the subjeet. It in-
dicates that Western Australian residents
paid in income tax alone the very substan-
tial sum of £7,299,000, Many taxpayers, I
am afraid, are lulled into the belief that
the bulk of the income tax was paid by
the wealthy class. A perusal of this report
indicates that the wealthy class is but a small
group in this State.

In the askessment year under review,
there were only 13 taxzpayers in Western
Australin who had an assessable income of
over £10,000; and, although the Federal
Treasurer colleeted from them an aggregate
of 80 per cent. of their earmings, a very
small resultant tax was made available to
the Commissioner.  These thirteen people
who were taxed 80 per cent. of their earn-
ings contributed oanly £129,389 out of a
total collection of £7,299,000. During that
game assessment year there were 64 West-
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ern Ausfralian taxpayers whose income ex-
ceeded £53,000 a year. This group paid a
total of £293,998. In the group of tazpayers
receiving between £4,000 and £5,000 there
were 72 Western Australians who econtri-
buted £194,230,  The next group, those
earning hetween £3,000 and £4,000, incloded
169 people who paid £317,297 into the Com-
monwealth Treasury. The group that
earned £1,000 and over comprised 5,441
pecple in Western Australia, and they paid
£2,675,000,

Let us look at the lower income groups.
Those whose income was £100 a year paid
£1,977,000 in income tax, whilst the middle
class income earners, the people receiving
between €410 and £1,000 of assessable in-
come, provided £2,246,000. A review of
these figures clearly indicates that of the
£7,299,000 collected from Western Aus-
trolian tazpayers in the year under review,
almost two-lhirds was paid by the workmg
closs or the middle class. That is an im-
portant aspect of the incidence of income
taxation and is one that is either not known
or is largely overlooked. In addition to the
£7,209,000 collected by way of ineome tax
from Western Australian taxpayers, sub-
stantial amounts were contributed by way
of sales tax, excise and customs duty, These
amounts total in all several millions.

The report also reveals that sales tax
paid in Western Australia for that year
was £1,328,241. But sales tax, excise and
customs duty aye all carefully hidden
in the price strueture, and the public be-
comes completely unaware of the eamount
of taxation it pays through these indirect
sources. The point I wish to make at this
stage is that Western Australia should not
be considered as a mendicant State.  We
have eontribnted substantially to the Com-
monweglth revenue and by way of income
tax reimbursement in this assessmen{ year,
the Commonwealth paid to the State Treas-
ury the sum of £2,546,000, by way of grant
£850,000, and £473,000 by way of sinking
fund. So, the total vontribution made by
the Federal Treasury to the State Treasury
was £3.869,000, whereas this State contri-
buted by way of income tax £7,209,000 and,
in addition, several millions in exeise, eus-
toms duty and sales tax. I feel, therefore,
that the ountlook of the Federal Treasury
on our State Treasury should be tempered
with mercy, and we should not have to go
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cap in hand year after year as we do. In
fact I hope the time will come when this
and the other States will regnin the power
that was taken from them to levy income
tax.

The shortage of buildings is something
that is causing us all a great deal of con-
cern. [ hope the Government will give
Favourable consideration to the building of
two roomns, kitchen, bathroom, and conveni-
ences, as part of what will, when completed,
be a four or five-roomed house.  Such g
plan would almost double the availability
of housing with the same use of material,
Naturally it would greatly relieve the diffi-
culties of those who are today sadly in need
of homes. [ think the local governing
authorities need have no fear about the haif-
house plan, After all, the frontage facing
the street would be completed with a ver-
andah, if any, and the additions would be
made behind the finished structure.

Hon, G. Fraser: The Government is gei-
ting away from the promises it made during
the elections. :

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I am not speaking
for the Government. I hope the Glovern-
ment will give consideration to the half-
house plan.

The Honorary Minister: It is nothing
new. It is already being done in Melbourne.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: What is?

The Honorary Minister; The construet-
ing of half-houses.

BHon, J. A. DIMMITT: Yes. I hope the
Government will follow that example. I
would rather see hundreds of half-houses
50 that couples who are now denied the
privacy and privilege of a home—some are
living with “in-laws” and some are housed
on veratdahs and in single rooms—would
have a half-house, as a nest of their own,
than continue under the present eonditions.

The Honorary Minister: The previous
Government did not think about it.

Hon. G. Fraser: The previcous Govern-
ment had a higher standard. I can show
you where such buildings were erected 20
years ago and they are still in that stage!

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Mr. Dimmitt will proceed.

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: Thank you, Sir,
I am glad to he allowed to speak again.
The balf-honse plan has many disadvan-
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tages, and I think it is desivable that people
should be allowed to buy the space they
require instead of being compelled to pur-
chase acccrmmodation for which they have
no immediate need,

Hon. G. Fraser: Get those people to build
them in Nedlands.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: This plan would
he a great help to the person on an ordi-
nary income, because whether such a man
is buying a house on terms or taking advan-
tage of the rental scheme, the weekly pay-
ment would be much nearer twenty shillings
than thirty shillings as it is at present. I
would like to see the greatest number of |
houses built in the shortest possible time,
and I believe that the half-house plan would
be a tremendous help in that direetion. I
also suggest that it is high time that most
of the controls should be eased or tapered
off, and some entirely discontinued,

Controls encourage lawbreakers, They
make possible black markets and create op-
portunities for dishonesty and depravity.
All these things come about at the expense
of the average honest citizen. Controls that
cannot be properly policed make bad laws,
and bad laws make bad men. Law-breaking
undetected, like a scourge or disease, runs
through the whole place, I dread to think
what the morals of this nation will be iff
these controls are allowed to continue for an
indefinite period. Apart altogether from
the moral aspect, they are stifling initiative
and lessening opportunities for industrial
expansion,

I am advised that a number of builders
and contractors are not operating today as
such, T understand that some of them have
said that they will not go back to their
trade while the controls last. Many of them
have indicated that if the restrictions were
lifted they would return to it. That would
be very welcome in these times. T hope that
the present Government, when it brings
down, as it muost, o continvance Bill to
earry on the Bnilding Operations and
Building Materials Control Act, will give
serions consideration to easing the restrie-
tions that appear in the vaTious subsections
of Section 8.

If that is done, it will give an oppor-
tunity for these jobbers, who today are not
engaged in new construction work, to nnder-
take more repair and removation work and
so make good the ravages of time from
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which most properties are suffering as a
result of the war years. I earnestly request

. that consideration be given to increasing
the amounts that ean be spent under these
various headings. In couclusion, I congratu-
late the Government on the aetivities it
bas indulged in so far, and I feel that it
is making not only a good impression on
,the public mind, but is getting through a
lot of work, If it continues as it is going,
its life will be long and greatly to the
advantage of this State,

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [4.58]: On
. the oceasion of my first rising to address
_this Chamber, I would like to take the op-
portunity of expressing my gratitade to
the people of Great Britain for the mag-
nifieent stand they made in the dark days
of 1940, and their sacrifices up to the con-
clusion of the European War. I wish also
to express my gratitude to all members of
the Fighting Forees for the magnificent part
they played in hringing victory to the
United Nations, To the relatives of those
who made the supreme sacrifice, may 1 offer
my deep condolence?

I desire to congratalate you, Mr, Deputy
President, on oecupying your honourable
position, and to express my regret at the
illness of our President, I trust that his
convalescence will not be long, and that he
will soon he restored to perfect health and
be back among us again. My thanks are
also due for the welecome that has been ex-
tended to me apd my colleazues who have

* entered this Chamber for the first time. I
appreciate to the full what members have
said gnd the advice that has been tendered
to me on some of the occasions when I have
had conversations with older members.
Whilst I had not met some of the new mem-
bers, T eannot allow this oceasion to pass
withont referring to the fact that Hon. C.
(. Latham has been known to me for a
number of years. I had the honour of serv-
ing with him in the 16th Battalion with the

~ first” A.IF. It was there that I eame to know
him. T have always appreciated his friend-
ship and was pleased to gserve with him in
thai hattalion. oreover, it was gratifying
to me to be sworn in as a member on the
" same day that he was,

Having satisfied my conscience for the
time being, I now desire to give credit to
the present Commonwealth Government and
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the Willeock and Wise Governments for
having administered the affairs of this coun-
try during the period when Australia was
facing one of the greatest crises in its his-
tory. For a country contsining seven mil-
lion people to mobilise for total war, carry
the war through to vietory, to have an
orderly demobilisation and bring shout the
reinstatement of many thousands of Service-
men in industry in the way that was done,
is a tribute which cannot be overlooked.
We must he very grateful, irrespeetive of
our political opinions, that we were able ‘to
survive and emerge from the conflict as a
free people.

Like many otbers, I do not agree that
eontrols should exist for any long period.
It was, however, by the regimentation of the
nation to a eertain extent that we were able
to achieve victory. Until such time as con-
ditions become more normal, it is necessary
that some of the controls should be retained.
I believe that as things become normal, as
materials and labour are available, certain
controls may be eliminated. I want to make
it clear that I believe there is great necessity
for price-fixing to remain in force for al-
most an indefinite period. I remember re-
tarning to Western Australia at the con-
clnsion of World War 1 after serving in the
Forees, at a time when price-fixing had dis-
appeared almost immediately pence was
signed in June, 1919,

To many of us who had returned to the
State, the position was very difficnlt. We
could not ohtain sufficient clothing without
paying an exhorbitant price rfor it and
thereby ntilising most of the deferred pay
that was coming to us. I well remember
a friend of mine endeavouring to have two
suits made in Perth hefore going to the
country, When he got the suils he had
to pay thirty guineas for them, They were
the least expensive he could obtain on that
occasion.

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: That is about today'’s
price.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: We cannot com-
pare today with 1919. The basic wage in
1919 was approximately 9s. 6d. a day, where-
as now it is over £3 a week. I do not think
there is any comparison between 1919 and
the end of hostilities on the last oreasion.
If any controls are fo remain, priee-fixing
must be kept in operation for some consider-
able time.
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During the last general eleciion it
was quite wnfair for certain parties to
take advantage of the post-war dilficulties
brought about during the transitional period
from war: to peace, which is always
the most diffieult. - It is hard to obtain
certain materials, particularly for housing,
and extremely difficult to obtain labour.
One of the many difficulties confronting
u~ is housing. Whilst I do not want to
critivise the present Government, I point out
that in the past Labour Governments have
hronght down gmending legislation to this
House for the purpose of giving the
Workers' Homes Board borrowing powers
to enable it to erect homes on a rental hasis.
If I remember correctly, this House on that
odcasion said that the bunilding of homes on
a rental basis was a matter for private enter-
prise, Apparently private enterprise has
thought otherwise.

In the partienlar distriet where [ am domi-
eiled and whieh I represent here, houses have
not heen’ built by private enterprise for
rental purposes to any extent for a long time.
Those eoncerned have preferred to invest
their eapital in districts which would _give
them a greater return than would residences
built in the Fremantle area. As a result of
this, we find that in my provinec very few
homes have been huilt by private enterprise
for rental purposes. If the legisiation
brought to this House in past years by
Lahour Governments had been agreed to
many homos would have heen erected in Fre-
muntle on that particular basis. Although
we would not have been able to. meet the
demund for housing which exists today, at
lenst the position would not have been so
~evere as it is now.

I 'notice that the Premicr, in answer-
ing eertain questions in the other place,
stated recently that there were houses built
for young couples or married couples with

one child. I think he said the number of
houses so built was nine, That s
not a great numher to ereet since the

1st April, The coupling of the two togethet
does ‘not tell one whether the houses were
built for young eouples—this would come
into the two-unit family -category—or
whether they were huilt for young eouples
with one child, which would bring them into
the three-unit plan. We cannat dissect the
fizures, Tf such houses are heing huilt for
these people—when voung people get mar-
ried they naturally lock for a- home and
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they should have one in which to live—I fail
to see why the claims of people in the Fre-
* mantle distri®t’ comprising five and six-unit
families, cannot also be entertained in
similar fashion. There is something wrong
and the Government should, as quickly as
possible, endeavour to overcome this situa-
tion. Mr. Dimmitt referred to the building
of half-houses. That is a question to which
deep thought should be given. It may be all
right in some cases where finance is not the
reason why a house is only half built.

If we take the average family on the lower
rung of income and permit a half-house to
be huilt for a married couple, in the course
of a few years the family has begun to grow
and there is no meaus of extending the home.
Meanwhile families are being brought up
under very unhygienie eirenmstances. The
smallness of the home does not provide for
suffieient bedrooms and children have to sleep
in rooms that do not give the number of cubie
feet of ‘"air space that arve required
under the Health Act. Families have
o be reared in these ecireumstances
when there is not Sufficient finance
to provide exfra accommodation. Eventuzally -
young people leave home and obtain dwel-
lings of their own, and the old eouple are
left with the building ,with which they
started and which they do not think is worth
enlarging. We have many of these homes
in the Fremantle district that were built 30
or 40 years ago and have not yet been eom-
pleted. It would bhe wise for the Government
to give serious consideration fo this matter.

Aunother question I would raise is in regard
to hospitals. 1 understand that the Wise
Government made provision for an expendi-
ture of £2,000,000 to bring the hospitals of
the State up to the requisite standard. That
expenditure was to be spread over a period:
I am not looking at this question in a
parochial way. I realise that country dis-
‘tricts also desire to have hespitals. I hope
the Government will give attention to that
aspect. In Fremantle the question is rather
serious. We have a hospital that is known
a3 n 196-bed institution. The averaze bed
accommodation is for about 170. We also
have nurses whose accommeodation is unsatis-
factory ‘beeause their home is not large
enough for them.

As the Fremantle Hospital serves
an extensive area stretching from Clare-
mont to Rockingham, it has to deal
with a large number of people who

. I



310

desire treatment. In addition, it is very
often called upon to treat country eases, and
diftienlties arise in that conneetion. 1 heard
it said in this House a few days ago that
the hospital at Geraldton is a very old
one. Having seen it myself I appreciate that
fuct. Part of the Fremantle Hospital that
is being used as a ward af present
was, in the early days of the State,
the Governor's residence, Members will
thus realise the age of that building.
I urge the Government to do everything in
its power to bring these hospitals up to the
required standard. T reanlise the absolute
neceszity of providing deeent homes for the
people but seeond only to that in importance
is the provisien of hospital accommodation
where required.

I wish to draw the attention of members
to the maternity side of hospitalisation, At
Fremantle we have some private hospitals
that deal with maternity cases. The first
I shall refer to is the Bundi Kudja Hospital
which has 14 beds with an average
of 22 patients montkly. The matron
there has to refuse about 12 applications
for accommodation weekly, Hillerest Hos-
pital has a license for 14 beds and St.
Helen’s Hospital at East Fremantle is
licensed for 10 beds but frequently has to
provide for 14 patients. Rister Bathgate’s
Hospital at East Fremantle has 10 beds
und sometimes has to provide for 14
mothers. The position from the standpoint
of maternity {equirements demands urgent
attention at Fremantle and I ask the Gov-
ermmment to make provision for a maternity
ward when ndditions aye being carried out
at the Freantle Iospital.

While dealing with the question of hos-
pitals, T wonld remind the House that dur-
ing the recent gencral elections there was
prominently before the publiec what was
known as “the cobweh campaign”  Per-
haps members may have noticed the pub-
lication of a picture of the Grosvenor Hos-
pital showing cobwebs all over it, indicat-
ing to the eclectors that the Wise Govern-
ment was responsible for the closing of that
institution. As chairman of the heanlth com-
mittee of the Fremantle City Counecil, T took
a very keen interest in the matter when 1
heard that the hospital was to be closed,
I contacted the mayor, Hon, F. E. Gibson,
and T visited the hospital where T was intro-
dueed to a very young nurse who informed
me that she was in charge.
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I found that the reason the hospital was
to be closed was that they were unable to
obtain the services of a doubly certificated
sister and the young nurse herself was not
prepared to take the responsibility of con-
dueting the hospitnl mainly because she was
not qualified nnd bevause she was to undergo
training in maternity nursing. After hear-
ing the explanation I discnssed the matter
with the mayor and town clerk and we
endeavoured to sceure the serviees of a
doubly-certificated sister, making inquiries at
the Perth Hospital, the Repatriation Depart-
ment and the Puhlie Health Department.
We were not ahle to obtain one and there-
fore the hospita] had to be closed on the
1st January last.

The Wise Government was in no semse
responsible for what happened. Subscquent
to that date and while T was adling as
mayor of Fremantle, a deputation waited
upon me with the request that a conference
of representatives of local governing bodies
should be convened to discuss the whole
question. The conference was accordingly
arranged and in due course a deputation
waited upon the Minister for Health, Mr.
Parker. 1 shall read to members a portion
of the reply received from the Minister sn
that they will readily understand what ac-
tually happened. In the course of the let-
ter the Minister said—

Notices of existing defects bave been served
by inspectors upon hospitals and where im-

mediate remedy is practieable it has been de-
manded.

Wherever, through shortage of materinl or
labour, ingrdinate expense or other difficulty,
cerrection of a defect appeared likely to jeo-
pardise the operation of the hospital, action
has heen limited to long term notices without
penalty elauses.

It has been the policy of the department to
keep the private hospitals open even though
the private hospital regulations are not fully
complied with.

'“Grosvenor Hospital'' was not closed by the
department. This hospital has, for some years,
been the subject of adverse reports by the
department’s inspectors and, during 1946,
notices were served upon the owner warning
him that unless certain urgent corrective work
was undertaken, a license would be refused
him for 1947.

The tetter poes on to say that no action
wag taken to comply with the department’s
requirements but that the Public Health
Department did not elose the hospital. Tn
the circumstanees, I think it is quite unfair
that any political party should be entitled
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to utilise the Press in an endeavour to place
upon the shoulders of the previous Labour
Ministers the responsibility for elosing the
Urosvenor Hospital. If my memory serves
me aright it was Abraham Lincoln who said
on one oceasion, “You can fool some of
the people all the tune; you can fool all
of the people some of the time, but yon
cannot tool all the people all the time.”

Another question T shall deal with con-
cerns free immunisation against whooping
cough, T am prond to have heen associated
with the Fremantle Distriet Diphtheria Im-
munisation Committee sinee its inception.
That committec has performed valuable sex-
vieos in the interests of the people of the
district, In the first place a meeting was
called and a commitiee enmprising repre-
sentatives of the loeal authorities at Fre-
mantle and the contiguous distriets—that
would he the North Fremantle and East Fre-
mantle Municipal Councils and the Melville
and Fremantle Road Boards—was appoint-
ed.  Those loeal authovities financed the
operations of the committee and at the out-
set it was necessary to purchase supplics
of serum. Eventually the Government made
supplies available free and for the past
11 years the eclinie has carried on contin-
uously at Fremantle,

Last night I had handed to me the report
of the 11th annual mecting of the commit-
tee. This shows that sinece its commence-
ment in 1936 remarkable progress has been
made. At that time the incidence of diph-
theria per thousand of the child population
at Fremantle was 23, but in 1947 the inci-
dence per thonsand was only 1.89.  That
means to say that in the Fremantle distriets
last year there were only 16 cases of diph-
therin. We can claim that the immunisa-
tion committec has done excellent work, At
the outset it was necessary to break down
doubts entertained by eertain organisations
and privale individuals who. were opposed
to immunisation. But apparently they have
been silenced to & great extent,

I ask the Government to institute a free
immunisation scheme to combat whooping
cough. T have been informed that a pilot
scheme was introduced at North Fremantle
two years ago when a supply of vaccine suffi-
cient to inoeculate 100 children was provided
and, further, that 18 months ago an equal
quantity was sent to Collie for a similar
purpose, I would like the Minister to appre-
cite the fact that unless whooping cough is
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made 2 notifiable disease, it will not be pos-
gible for the local authorities to follow up
any ountbreak and ascertain what the actual
position may be. If that step were taken,
then the local authorities could cope with
any outbreak, as it has with diphtheria.
Hon. G. Bennetts; The trouble is worse
in Kalgoorlie this year than ever before.

Hon, E. M. DAVIES: Then I suggest
that the hon. member induce the people to
immunise their children, and the trouble will
be overcome.

Hon, G. Bennpetts: We have done thal,
too.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Dealing now with
the question of education, I believe that,
irrespective of what the political views of
a Government may be, education must stahd
in the forefront of its objectives, I con-
gratulate the Wise Government on the re-
cord amount made available in 1946-47 for
educational purposes; I dnderstand that
the amount provided was £1,140,000. That
serves to show that, although we bad passed
throngh six years of war, the Labour Gov-
ernment endeavoured to keep pace with the
demands for improved eduecational faecilities
to the extent of our ability to do so, con-
sistent with the need to deal with other,
requirements. .

T am pleased to note that visual training
has been introduced in the schools. I regard
that as an essential step. Those of use who
served in the Armed Forces realise what a
great advantage it is {o anyone to have an
opportunity to secure visual training. Dur-
ing his speech the other day, Sir Hal Cole-
batch said that during the 25 years Labour
Governments had been in office, not one high
school had been built.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: No, I said that
not one had been established. I know one
was built.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: In 1939 the High
School was built in Geraldton.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: Yes, I know
that.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Then that schgol
was established there.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: No, it was estab-
lished 25 years ago. The building was put
up later.

Hon, E. M. DAVIES: Then we can dis-
cuss that matter from another angle. Quite
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a number of high schools have been estub-
lished recently in places that have been in
existence for a great number of years. 1
mentioned that a high school had been built
in Geraldton in 1939 and, furthermore, addi-
tions bave been made to the high schools at
Northam, Bunbury and on the Eastern Gold-
flelds. Then again the East Perth Girls’
" School, which has now been made a high
school, was built not so many years ago.
The Forrest-street School at Mt. Lawley
was opened by the Minjster a little while
ago. That was also built by the Labour
Government,

With regard to the position in country
districts, no State can be prosperous
unless water supplies are available as
wel as adeguate retieulation. I am sorry
that the legislation introdueed last session
by the Labour Government did not find its
way to the statute book. I hope the present
Administration will give earnest considera-
tion to a scheme for eslablishing adequate
water sappligs throughout the rural dis-
tricts, Without those essential supplies,
the necessary products canoot be grown.
I am sure that the farmers generally would
he very pleased if informed fhat a proper
scheme was to be inaugurated, one that
would be permanent. ’

I would alse ask the Goverpment if it
intends to lny down a network of eleciricity
supplies thronghouf the country distriets.
Members will remember that & Commission
was appoinfed to advise the Government
upon the matter and it recommended &
change-over to the 30-eyele frequency. I
understand that an expenditure of upwards
of £660,000 is to be shared by the Com-
monwealth and State Governmentis. There is
one point that I would like the Minister to
hring under the notice of his colleagues.
In England a scheme” has been worked out
whereby, should a breakdown take place in
one area the consumers there can be con-
nected up with a station elsewhere, and so
no disability is experienced by the com-
munity. T trust the Government will utilise
some of the money made available by the
(Commonwealth to put some such secheme
into operation here.

With regard to industrial development in
Western Australia, T congratulate the ex-
Minister for Works, Mr. Hawke, upon the
encourapement he extended to that objec-
tive when he was in office. He endeavoured
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as far as possible to induce people to es-
tablish mannfacturing undertakings in this
State, In my opinion, he was fairly sue-
cessful but at the same time we have to
take into consideration the fact that the
space available near the metropolis for the
establishment of heavy industries is very
limited. e have some areas in the Bays-
water, Maylands and Subiaco districts and
also at North Fremantle and in part of the
Fremantle distriet. We have every oppoy-
tunity, as far as land east of Fremantle is
coneerned, and I feel that by inviting in-
dustry to come here we will have a far
more balaneed economy, will be able to find
employment for pesple and will alse have
a chance to supply onr own markets
and po=sibly to export goods. Every at-
tempt should be made to invite industries
in other States fo establish themselves here.
The Fremantle City Council has en-
deavoured “to do its utmoest and has been
fairly suecexsful in making land available.
It has had quite a number of applieations
from hodies desiring te extend their husi-
ness to this State, I trust that the pre-
sent Government will follow the example
of its predecessors and do everything pos-
sible to encourage industry to come here for
the benefit of the State and the people
gonerally.

When the present Governmeut was in op-
position, there was quite a lot of eriticism
of the Railway Department. Railways ure
the arteries of eommerce and they ave the
main eans of development. Many lines
have been laid down in Western Australia
in order to develop the country and as a
rule they have not been payable proposi-
tions, They have not paid for the grease
required to run trains, I feel the Govrra-
ment might eonsider that when new rines
are rezarded as necessary for opening up
the country, they should net be made a
charge om railway revenue but rather on
Consolidated Revenue until such times as
they are payable.

We have heard a lot recently about road
transport. If we nre going fo zllow road
transport free competition with the rail-
ways, there is only one way in which that
can be done, and that is to inerease very
considerably the fares and freights on the
railways. With the exception of two classes
of freizht, known as ““C’’ and ‘**M?"’, there
has been no inerense in freights sinee 1935.
I fee) that some of the critieism levelled at
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the railways has nfit heen quite fair. It
mnst be realised thit some locomotives are
over 40 years old and it was not possible
to have them renewed during the war. The
permanent way had to be neglected be-
cause there was not sufficient labour to
maintain it. In the eireumstances, ¥ think
the railways did an execllent job over that
period.

As a matter of fact, from 1939 to 1945
the railways carvied 22,500,000 tons of
zoods and livestock, 102,000,000 passengers
angd millions of gallons of water required
for drought affected areas. 1 am of the
opinion that the railways should be
modernised and that as the previons Gov-
ernment intended to spend £4,000,000 over

a period 3f years for that purpose, that’

poliey should be continued by the present
Giovernment and, if possible, the amount
of money expended should he inerensed
considerably. The equipment certainly
needs to be modernised. As I said before,
some of the locomotives are very old and
need to he serapped and replaced by new
ones. The previous (Government purchased
as many as it could ohtain.

With modernised rollingstock, partien-
larly for passengers, more people may be
induced to travel by rail. Some of the dis-
ahilities under which railway men have had
to work should be brought to the notice of
the Ilouse. Coal is one of the main bug-
hears of locomotive men. I want to make
it c¢leay that those men are patriolic enough
to desire to use loeal eoal; bot when it
enmes to that which is drawn from the open
eut at Collie, they feel they are being asked
to do a little too much, though they are
struggling with it. Often that coal is mostly
dirt and stone and it does not have sufficient
heating qualities to raise emough steam to
make the trains run on time.

Hon. . Bennetts: We lost an hour eom-
ing from Northam here on Tuesday through
that eoal.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I do not know
whether the hon. member Jost an hour on
that oecasion, but some of the men have
lost quite a lot of patience at times through
having to nse open-cut coal. Those men are
sometimes ealled upon to go away from home
and have to live in barracks. Some of them
spend half a life-time in those quarters. I
‘would ask the Government to provide ae-
commodation more in keeping with home
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life. If the Minister would have a lock
at 'the barracks at Northam, he would have
some idea of what is actually required.
Hon. G. Bennetts: Let him have a look
at the Commonwealth railway barracks. '
Hon., E. M. DAVIES: Proper facilities
ghould be provided at the running sheds.

*The locomotives and rollingstock are so old

that they necessitale a good many running
repairs. The mechanies who have to work
at the running sheds should he provided with
better facilities. They have to labour in a
pit with an engine over the top. This makes
the pit into a tunnel, and the men are work-
ing in a draught. Many of them are suf-
fering from disabilities as a result. I be-
lieve that the locomotive depot at Fremantle
is to be rebuilt. It is time something was
done and I hope that when the rebuilding
takes place facilities will be provided for-
the men to have a reasonably warm bath
hefore ceasing duty. At present the methods
there are very primitive,

I support the propesal for the establish-
ment of a uniform gauge from Kalgoorlie
to Fremantle. I believe it would be an in-
ducement to people arriving in this State
to travel cast by train and therefore io see
Western Australia fiest, thus havisg an
opportunify to deeide whether to settle here
instead of elsewhere. The broadening of
the gnuge should be undertaken, and I re-
gret that the finding of the Select Com-
mittee on the subject was not in aeeordance
with what is desired. If that line is hroad-
encd it should come south of the river into
Fremantle and not go around to the west
of the city, joining the existing railway at
Claremont and terminating at North Fre.
mantle. ,

Hon. G. Fraser: You faveur the minority
report.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Yes. By coming
sonth of the river the line wounld open up
a,lot of country east of Fremantle that is
of low agricultural value but which ecould
be used for industry. If that line came
through there, sidings eould be provided
and I feel sure indusiries would be estah-
lished in the area. I support the project
for the rural training of ex-Servicemen.
Those who have served in the Forees and
desire to take up farming should have every
opportunity and be given every encourage-
ment to do so. I believe in practieal train-
ing in farm management, which is as im-
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portant as the management of any busi-
ness or industrial concern,

I support the soldier settlement schene,
and I believe that farms should be provided
that will ensure a living to the farmers and
tHat the settlers should not be charged in-
terest or rent for the first year. They shounld
be given first-clags land. I object to returned
men being placed in the marginal areas; and
I believe that if an amendment were made
to the Closer Settlement Act as a result of
which large tracts of country now held to
no good purpose were made available for
this scheme, many more men could be setfled
on the land more quickly than at present.
There are thousands of acres of first-class
land locked up and I feel it should be uti-
lised for the settling of returned men.

In the Press the Minister, with a reason-
able amount of pride, said that 100 farms
had been established by June. We were all
very pleased with that, since a great deal
of eriticism had been levelled at the previous
Government beeause it was considered thal
the rate at which Serviecemen were being
placed on farms was too slow. T believe
it is absolntely essential that every avenne

should be explored in order to ensure that’

the farms on which men are placed will
return them a living and are in proper con-
dition, and that the men will be able to
ocenpy them without any great inconveni-
ence to themselves. Some eredit must be
given to the previous Government for the
fact that 100 farms were oceupied by June,
notwithstanding the eriticism levelled at that
Administration, From the 1st April to
the time the statement was made in the
Press, there was not sufficient opportunity
for the present Government to have finalised
the arrangements for settling those men.
Tn mentioning the 1st April, T do not wish
to suggest by inuendo that the date has any
significance so far as the present Govern-
ment is coneerned.

There is one question that is exercising
the minds of quite a number of people in
Fremantle, and that is the operations of
the Milk Act. I am of the opinion that the
amendment passed last session was never
intended to be the means of forcing certain
people out of the industry. I agree it is
necessary to protect the publie and to supply
them with pure milk; but there are quite
a number of people who had established
themselves in the dairying industry in Fre-
mantle. Through some oversight, they did
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not take out a treatment license, though they
contributed to the compensation fund. But
they are now being denied the right to carry
on their business. I am sure that was never
intended when the Act was amended. The
tendency has been for monopolies to be ere-
ated, because some large firms are buying
out the smaller ones. The larger irms have
treatment licenses, whereas, partly perhaps
through the negleet of the Milk Board ofii-
cials and partly through the neglect of the
people concerned, the small men did not ob-
tain suck licenses: They are being ahsorbed
by larger firms, and I do not think it is fair
te them, when in some cases they havo
placed their life's savings in the bosiness,
to be denied the right to earry on.

If we are to increase the population of
this State, we must raise the status of
domestic workers. I am not concerned with
the amount of endowment paid to mothers—
whether it be 5s., 7s. td. or 10s. per week—
but under present conditions to urge a
mother to have a large family is to ask her
to take on added respomsibility and make
herself nothing but a drudge.” The time has
arrived when the funetion of a mother on
this earth should be to look after her chil-
dren, while still having a little time to her-
self for enjoyment. By raising the status of
domestic workers, we will be able to find
girls who are prepared to go into service
in homes and assist mothers in the rearing
of their families. If domestic workers are
denied the status to which they are entitled,
girls will enter other avoeations. By some
people the status of the domestie is regarded
as being the lowest possiblle, and conse-
quently many girls prefer to go into shops,
factories, offices and other avenues of em-
ployment. If, through raising the status of
the domestie, they are induced to nndertake
household work, it will better fit them to
be the homemakers of the future.

Whatever migration scheme we are to
have—I was pleased to hear the remarks of
Mr. Simpson on that subjeet—I shalil be glad
if the Governmeni, when considering the
question, will take into account the fact that
it must have a set plan and earry it out in a
proper manner. At the eonclusion of World
War I there was a migration policy that
brought a large number of people to this
State. I felt that they were not given a
fair deal. When I arrived in England, as a
stranger, I received the utmost courtesy and
help from the people there, but when mi-
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grants came here from England I do not
think they received the treatmen{ they
should have been accorded. Any migration
plan, to be successful, must be properly
thought out and regumlated. Migrants should
be brought out as they can be absorbed into
industry and homes. Migration should be
restricted until such time as the housing
position has improved.

I am disappointed at the action of the
(Government in terminating the services of
Mr. Schroeder as Special Magistrate of the
Children’s Court. I think he has done a
very fine job, and has made a valuable con-
tribution to the progress and welfare of this
State. I do not wish to indulge in severe
eriticism, but would point out to the Gov-
ernment that I would strongly objeet, in
any future appointment, to a legally quali-
fied person being given the position, as I
think it is one for a trained psychologist.
I would not be satisfled with any other ap-
pointment. T do not think the Children’s
Court should be given the atmosphere of a
court of law. It should be conducted in the
way that Mr. Schroeder controlled it and,
when an appointment is made, the appointee
should be someone fully trained in psycho-
logv. I support the motion.

HON. H L. ROCHE (South-East)
[547]: 1 wish first to express my deep
regret at the passing of Hon. J. M. Drew.
Like other members who have spoken, I had
nothing but courtesy and consideration from
him during the time I have been a member
of this House. To you, Mr. Deputy Presi-
dent, T tender my congratulations on having
had shown to you the confidence of your
fellow-members in your elevation to the posi-
tion that vou hold. I wish also to extend my
congratulations to the Minister for Mines
and the Honorary Minister, and express to
them the hope that they will enjoy a long
and suecessful career in their respective posi-
tions. T do not mind how long they occupy
those positions, as it will be a pleasant
change.

During the, course of his speech, Mr.
Davies referred to one or two- matters
that I think call for some comment. He
expressed regret at the loss, last session, of
the legislotion introduced for a eompre-
hensive water scheme in this State. I think
that in the expression of that regret he has
joined the select band—in a hopeless min-
ority and closely connected with his own
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political aililiations—of those who alone re-
gret that that legislation, as introduced last
vear, was not aceeptable to Parliament. The
people most concerned were not enthusiastic
about it. KEven the Commonwealth Govern-
ment whose financial help was required to
make the proposal feasible, has—if it
has not roundly condemned the scheme as
proposed—so altered it and has aceepted
responsibility for such an amended and
abhreviated scheme that it bears little
relationship to that originally introduoeed in-
to this House, except for that portion whieh
had reference to the north-eastern wheathelt.

It seems to me that the people responsible
for the introduction of that legislation would
be well advised to forget their share in it,
because it would appear either that the Min-
ister who introduced it aecepted the pro-
posals of his technicnl officers without in-
quiry as to the economic implications, or that
it was simply a barefaced political stunt that
backfired. When some of the hon. members
who are and have been supporters of the
previous Government in this State come here,
within six months of a change in administra-
tion, and parade to this House and the publie
of the State the conditions ebtaining in re-
lation to such matters as railway barracks
and quarters for certain of the railway em-
ployees, and ask for immediate or early
action to effect alterations in those condi-
tions, it 18 well to remind them that for 17
years past they had ample opportunity,
through their own political affiliations, to
effect such improvements.

Hon. E. M. Davies: We could not do any-
thing during the war.

" Hon. H. L. ROCHE: You could not do
anything before the war!

_Hon. E. M. Davies: Yer, we could.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Why did you nat
do it?

Hon. G.-Bennetts: The Labour Govern-
ment made the money available,

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I wonder where it
found the money. For abont 20 years we
have had a policy of drift and do little or
do nothing, with prevarication and ineptitude
in administration. These conditions and
amenities were shockingty neglected by Gov-
ernments that professed to represent the men
concerned. Had private industry been the
employer, it would not have been allowed
to carry on,



316

Insofar as matters more directly dealt
with by the Bpeech are concerned—I am
supporting the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-repiy—it is appropriate that
reference be made to the guestion of publie
transport and the condition inlo which
nearly all of it has fallen and eertainly that
portion with which people in the country
are mainly concerned, nﬂmeh, the railways.
Notmthbtandmg all the sins of omission
and commission of the previous Adminis-
tratien and irrespective of all the difficulties
that the prevent Government may experi-
ence, I think the greatest tragedy it has
inherited is our so-called system of railways.
As a public utility serving a people in
the twentieth century, it has been allowed
to deteriorate into a derelict and decrepit
undertnking of rags and tatters that only
wholesale reorzanisation entailing creat ex-
penditure will restore to reasonable order.

I consider that members and the people
- of the Btate must face the issue squarely,
The railways have been starved for funds
for maintennnce and improvements, and
starved for sach a time that they have
reached the stage where nothing bui whole-
sale reorganisation—and I might say re-
building--will he .necessary to Testore them
fo a state that will enahle them to serve the
people satisfactorily, Starting with the per-
‘manent way, going on to the rollingstock
and to the higher administration, all these
phases, I think, must be subjected to a very
searching inquiry, which it would nppear
they are about to get. The people and
Parliament must bhe prepared to face the
hill of costs that will be entailed in restor-
ing the railways to a reasopable condition.

The railways at the moment are at the
lowest point of their effiviency, and it is
doubly unfortunate that they should have
reached that stage at a time when the people
are realising the cfficiency and adaptability
of other modes of transport. Despite what
may he waid to the contrary, T very much
doubt whoether those other modes of trans-
port would be able to ecope with traffie,
ineluding freizht, that most be handled as
cheaply as it ean be by a reasonably effi-
cient railway system. Unfortunately, the
railways are in such an inefficient state that
comparisons are being drawn between them
and other modes of transport, partieularly
road transport. We have to face the fact
that we ennnot turn round, as is often ad-
vocated by people who speak withont think-

-ing, and scrap the railways.
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A sum of
£27,000,000 of public money is invoived,
and even if we could bear the loss of that
money, we have to remember that there are
certain kinds of traflic for whieh the rail-
ways are absolutely necessary. Neither can
we face the lifting of all controls on read
transport until such time as we have a
thorough overhaul of the railways and are
able to determine what freight and traffie
can hest be handled by the railways and
what can best be left to road transport.

I suggest to the Government that it is high
time the Raoilway Dcpartment gave some
thought to embarking upon a measure of
road transport itself. The people will not
be prepared indefinitely to put up with
the restrictions imposed upon all other
means of transport, and while I think they
are prepared to allow reasonable fime for
the rehabilitation of the railways—that is
a popular word nowadays—I consider that.
in order to move with the times, a more
progressive spirit is necessary in the higher
administration and that there is an oppor-
tunity for the railways, as a publie utility,
to adopt a_measnore of road transport,

About 15 years ago, when the State
Transport Co-ordination Aet was brought
into operation, I took a leading part in
my distriet in opposing its applieation. Per-
haps I have not given as much thoughi to
the problem in reeent times, bat with
the changing conditions I have regard-
ed motor transport as a competitor with the
rallways, When [ speak of a ecompetitor
with the railways, I do not refer to effi-
cieney or speed; I have in mind partien-
larly fares and freights. Aly experience of
happenings in the couniry districts during
the loco. strike last November, showed that
there are people who think that the cure-all
for our transport problem iz to throw the
door wide open to motor transport, but
those people ought to reconsider their
beliefs, In 1931 or 1932, road transport
eould successfully compete with the rail-
ways for a large amount of traffic at com-
petitive prices, partienlarly stock, but dur-
ing the loco. strike last year, freights
100 per cent. and more above the
railway charge were heing asked by car-
riers from distriets on the Great Southern,
s0 that we have to eonsider the question
from that angle also. T feel sure that once
the present Administration is satisfied what
the railways can bandle and what road
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transport can handle at a comparable
freight rate, it will face the issuz and give
to each mode of transport the seope for its
operation which it is best suited to carry
out.

I have held for some considerable time
past that the greatest enemy to railway ad-
ministration is the State Transport Co-
ordination Act. As that measure was ad-
winistered it became not a transport
cb-ordination Aect, but a transport climina-
tion Act, It has fosteved in the mind of
the railway administration u belief that the
railways can make the public take any-
thing, becanse the department is protected
from any form of competition whatever, I
am afraid that that attitude of mind still
persists in the higher administration, al-
though, to be fair, T do not think the Com-
raissioner himself is nearly as badly af-
fected, if he is affected at all, as are some
of his senior advisers.

I had hoped that with the change of Gov-
ernment we could have expected at & very
early date some better appreciation of the
conditions under which country people are
living and of their lack of amenities and
opportunities,  Though there has been in
some of the depariments an enlightened
feeling in that regard, I am afraid that
is not 50 in the case of one of the depart-
ments of 2 Minister in this House. I refer
to the Heslth Department. T desire to

speak on the subjeet of the supply of faeili-

ties and equipment to country hospitals.

The position at the Wagin Hospital at
the moment, in my opinion, is no eredit to
the Iealth Department. In order to im-
prove the hospital in that town, the resi-
dents, somewhere about 1929, collected a
large sum of money in the distriet. The
improvements were duly made, A few years
ngo the residents took similar action when
it was desired to add a maternity wing.
Of course, they received assistance as well.
The people collected one-third of the
st, the Lotteries Commission eon-
‘ributed one-third and the Medical De-
sartment the remaining third. In the
spinion of the people of the distriet, and I
reartily agree with them, the hospital
should have better x-ray equipment than
‘he type whick it has heen sngmested they
should accept. They have collected a con-
iderable sum of money, £600 {o £700, with
t view to pucchasing a fairly big x-ray
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plant costing between £1,500 and £1,800.
They asked the Medieal Department to pro-
vide one-third of the cost and intended to
appreach the Lotteries Commission for the
remaining third.  However, all that the
Medical Department was prepared to con-
tribute was one-third of the cost of a plant
of the value of £500.

That plant would certainly x-ray a frac-

tured finger or a broken arm, baut
it s impossible to drive inte the
mind of the Medieal Department the

fact that between Albany and Perth
there is no x-ray equipment which
might be used for a major operation or
used to prevent a major operation, or to
carry out exploratory work. Surely, not-
withstanding these reasons br excuses, the
country people have some right to expeet—
and I consider they are justified in expeet-
ing—that the present Government will give
matters of this kind a little more eonsidera-
tion and thought. In this case all that the
department will aceept responsibility for is
the sum of about £170. That iz what the
department has told people who are trying
to help themselvds and who are enfitled
to consideration. The department told

“those people that if they so desired thev

could purehase the plant they wanted them-
selves. Nothing like that was satd when
the Perth Hospital and the King Edward
Memoriat Hospital were built and equip-
ment supplied to them. The Wagin people,
as T said, are prepared to find a large
share of the expenditure themselves and T
hope the Minister will gmive some further
consideration to the matter. T support the

motion.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, dehate
adjourned.

House arljo'urned at 6.13 p.m.
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